ASPULL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


* 


Year  ending  December  31st,  1896, 


In  March  I made  you  a special  report  in  reference  to  the  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever,  which  occurred  during 
the  last  quarter  of  1895.  I then  drew  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  fatal  cases  took  place  in 
premises  to  w'hich  were  attached  privies  and  ashpits  in  a wet  condition,  whereas  of  those  notified  in  localities 
where  the  out  premises  wei*e  fairly  good  the  majority  recovered.  The  instances  in  wThich  a particularly  wet 
condition  of  these  premises  was  found  were  in  Reservoir  Street,  Marsh  House  Fold,  and  Smith  Street.  The 
subsoil  in  and  about  these  closets  was  saturated  with  a highly  offensive  and  poisonous  liquid,  and  the  fever 
proved  of  a most  virulent  type.  Since,  however,  the  premises  just  alluded  to  have  been  jdaced  0n  a more 
satisfactory  basis : the  floors  of  the  ashpits  have  been  raised  and  the  whole  cemented  to  a suitable  height  and 
made  as  far  as  possible  after  the  plan  suggested  by  Dr.  Parsons. 

During  the  past  year  no  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  reported  until  August  9th,  at  School  Close.  Here 
again  was  a wet  ashpit.  The  occupants  of  the  house  were  most  scrupulously  clean  in  their  habits,  so  that  the 
source  of  the  disease  came  most  probably  from  outside.  The  patient  recovered.  On  September  19th  a fatal 
case  occurred  at  Bark  Hill. 

In  October  an  outbreak  of  this  disease  was  reported  at  Higher  Gullet,  eight  cases  occurring  within  a very 
small  area.  The  privy  attached  was  the  only  one  provided  for  eleven  houses,  — wet,  without  drainage,  in  the 
middle  of  an  enclosed  square  of  small  size,  and  in  such  a condition  as  to  be  indescribable.  Three  of  the  cases 
were  removed  to  the  Sanatorium,  where  one  died.  Since  this  outbreak  the  premises  referred  to  have  been 
demolished  and  new  ones,  on  a more  approved  pattern,  substituted  ; the  yard,  however,  still  remains  dirty, 
unpaved  and  badly  drained. 

I would  earnestly  urge  your  Council  to  push  forward  in  the  direction  you  have  commenced — make  a clean 
sweep  of  these  wretched  places  and  so  remove  at  least  one  source  of  this  dreadful  disease. 

Now  that  the  main  sewer  is  near  completion  and  a large  number  of  houses  will  need  to  be  connected 
thereto,  some  at  a considerable  distance,  I would  impress  on  your  Council  the  necessity  of  insisting  on  a 
careful  inspection  by  your  Inspector  of  all  pipes,  couplings,  etc.,  before  being  covered  up.  I have  noticed  in 
several  instances  that  the  work  has  not  been  satisfactorily  done,  with  the  result  that  the  pipes  have  been  taken 
up  and  re-laid.  Such  action  leads  to  a good  deal  of  friction,  and  I would  suggest  that  after  inspection  a 
certificate  should  be  given  to  the  owner  in  respect  to  the  work  done. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  you  have  decided  to  take  a firm  attitude  in  reference  to  cowsheds  and  dairies, 
which  subject  will  require  considerable  attention;  for  whilst  a few  are  in  a good  condition  there  are  many 
quite  the  reverse.  The  majority  of  the  farmers  in  the  district  endeavour,  by  attention  to  cleanliness  in  their 
dairies  and  utensils,  to  make  things  presentable,  but  owing  to  the  badly  built  and  a still  worse  arrangement  of 
the  outbuildings,  it  will  not  be  an  easy  matter  to  place  them  on  a satisfactory  footing. 

Good  roads  are  conducive  to  the  general  health,  and  I may  point  out  since  the  paving  of  Top  Lock  sickness 
in  that  part  of  the  district  has  been  much  less,  besides  adding  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  inhabitants.  I would 
like  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  filthy  condition  of  Ash  Lane  and  that  part  of  Withington  Lane  between 
Springs  Bridge  and  Top  Lock ; these  roads  are  in  a perpetual  puddle  and  must  be  the  means  of  retaining  a 
large  amount  of  matter  injurious  to  health. 

During  the  year  frequent  inspections  of  the  various  parts  of  the  township  have  been  made  by  myself  and 
Nuisance  Inspector,  and  many  irregularities  of  a minor  importance  have  been  remedied  without  the  usual 
formal  proceedings.  137  nuisances  have  been  reported  and  136  abated  ; 52  houses  have  been  fumigated  and 
the  same  number  limewashed  and  cleaned  down ; 29  new  ashpits  have  been  built  on  the  new  principle,  wyhich 
may  be  put  down  as  considerable  progress  in  an  important  direction.  The  pollution  of  the  brook  behind 
Wigan  Road  has  ceased  ; the  sewage  from  the  offending  houses  now  being  diverted  into  the  main  sewer. 

The  water  supply  has  been  of  good  quality  and  the  pressure  in  the  mains  better  since  my  report  in  July. 

No  offensive  trades  have  been  carried  on  in  the  district  and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  condemn  any 
articles  of  food  exposed  for  sale. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Obediently  yours, 

L.  COOKE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ASPULL,  WIGAN 


famiary  joth , i8gj . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  0/  the  A split l District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  189G;  also  the  various  lists  required 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  County  Council. 

During  the  year  329  births  were  registered:  boys,  167;  girls,  162;  an  increase  of  31  over  the  year 
preceding,  giving  a birth  rate  of  36'7  per  1000  per  annum. 

The  deaths  registered  numbered  168  : males,  89;  females,  79;  equal  to  a death  rate  of  18'7  per  1000  per 
annum. 

The  infantile  death  rate  shows  an  increase  over  the  two  preceding  years,  due  largely  to  the  prevalence  of 
those  diseases  affecting  young  children  In  the  year  1894  it  was  146’9  to  every  1000  births,  in  1895  it  was 
140'9,  and  for  the  past  year  164T  per  1000  births. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  ages  at  which  all  deaths  were  registered  : 


Under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  54 

Between  1 and  5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

„ -5  „ 15  „ 6 

„ 15  „ 25  „ 7 

„ 25  „ 65  ,, 45 

Over  65  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ..  15 


168 


Those  due  to  the  principal  diseases  were  : Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,  48;  Heart  Disease,  8 ; Phthisis,  7 ; 
Rheumatic  Fever,  1;  Injuries,  4;  Diarrhoea,  1;  Measles,  11;  Whooping  Cough,  11;  Scarlet  Fever,  5; 
Typhoid  Fever,  1 ; Continued  Fever,  1 ; Croup,  2 ; all  other  diseases,  68. 

Those  due  to  the  principal  Zymotic  diseases  numbered  30,  and  would  give  a Zymotic  rate  of  3'3  per  1000, 
to  which  must  be  added  one  of  the  Typhoid  Fever  cases  which  proved  fatal  in  the  Sanatorium ; this  would 
bring  the  rate  to  3'4. 

The  Zymotic  rate  is  much  higher  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  is  mainly  due  to  the  outbreak  of  Whooping 
Cough  and  Measles  in  October  and  November  in  Higher  Gullet  and  Scot  Lane. 

175  cases  were  repoi'ted  under  the  Notification  Act.  Scarlet  Fever,  125;  Membranous  Croup,  17; 
Erysipelas,  13;  Typhoid  Fever,  14;  Continued  Fever,  4;  Diphtheria,  2. 

The  past  year  has  been  most  unfortunate  in  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease.  The  outbreak  of  Measles 
commenced  first  in  New  Springs  early  in  March,  and  I suggested  the  closing  of  the  schools  in  that  district, 
which  suggestion  was  carried  out.  The  cases  were  numerous  but  resulted  in  only  one  death. 

Early  in  May  a general  outbreak  of  Mumps  visited  Lower  Gullet,  a large  number  of  children  being  affected, 
also  a good  many  adults  were  attacked  by  it,  but  no  deaths  resulted.  Measles  and  Scarlet  Fever  at  the  same 
time  put  in  an  appearance  in  that  district,  and  St.  Elizabeth’s  Schools  were  closed.  This  action  of  at  once 
closing  the  schools  had  a very  marked  influence  in  checking  the  diseases;  but  in  June,  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Measles  spread  rapidly  over  Higher  Gullet,  Scot  Lane,  and  Ratcliffe  Road.  The  schools  at  Finger  Post  were 
at  once  closed,  and  as  many  children  in  Ratcliffe  Road  attended  the  Catholic  Schools  in  Haigh  Road,  this 
latter  was  also  closed,  and  children  residing  in  the  affected  districts  were  not  allowed  to  attend  the  Haigh 
Schools.  This  seems  to  have  had  the  beneficial  influence  over  the  epidemic  which  had  been  hoped  for.  Haigh 
Road  and  Lane  Ends  remained  free  from  the  infection  until  October  30th,  when  one  case  was  reported  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  none  since  in  that  vicinity  and  very  few  of  this  latter  disease  in  any  part  of  the  township 
since  July. 


